
Our First Angel Tree -  
PF Preston
Our story may or may not be unique, but to us it 
was. We started Angel Tree quite late, and the 
discussion to supply the Angel Tree Programme 
to HMP Garth (Lancashire) happened at our 
usual prayer meeting. What was unusual about 
this discussion is that we all agreed, without 
reservation, to do it!

The excitement was just fantastic. At first, we 
were able to secure some donations in the form 
of vouchers but, as we moved in faith, the Lord 
was gracious. The different churches we attend 
were mainly supportive and we enjoyed the 
opportunity to share the programme with other 
church members. Schools also seemed to take 
this on as a new and exciting project - all had 
known about Prison Fellowship but had known 
little about the Angel Tree Programme.

We were able to supply 100 gifts for the 
families of prisoners and we had the most 
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incredible support from the Chaplaincy at Garth, 
Prison Fellowship England and Wales and, it 
is appropriate to name, the team that made it 
happen - all of whom were outstanding and 
special. Sue Allen (our leader), Jill Jopson, 
Lynne Whyte and Jane Slinger - all of whom 
attended the “Big Wrap” and ran with the project 
from start to finish - and, from head office, Peter 
Bannister, Stephen Hawkins and Dave Walker. 
Again, their help was invaluable.

A simple story, but one of encouragement 
for all those who are and who wish to become 
involved in this service - to ‘let their light shine’ 
through the Angel Tree Programme.

Are we doing Angel Tree in 2010? You bet!

By Peter Cawthorn – PF Preston Angel Tree 
Coordinator 
 

Angel Tree Reflections
There are 160,000 children in England and 
Wales with a parent in prison and this is why, 
in 2009, 51 prayer groups across England and 
Wales participated in the Angel Tree programme. 
Together, they provided 4,084 presents to the 
children of 2,100 prisoners from 65 prisons.

“Since I have been in here I have never had 
any help from anyone, and having my kids 
happy at Christmas makes me feel better. Many 
thanks to everyone in the Angel Tree group.” 
(Prisoner)

Angel Tree continues to improve each year, 
and there are some exciting developments lined 
up which will expand the reach of Angel Tree to 
more prisoners and their families throughout the 
year.

the course finished, someone helping to run 
the course asked me if I would like to attend an 
Alpha course being run in the Chapel. I said ‘yes’ 
and attended the course.

I was hearing so many good things about God 
and I can honestly say that I really enjoyed the 
course. I heard people talk about God and give 
their testimonies, it was so inspiring. I knew after 
I had heard and spoken to these people that 
the life I had been living was not what I wanted 
anymore - and the Christian life was! So I prayed 
to God and asked Him into my life, to show me 
His love and change my life.

I am now on the Mettle course and learning more 
things about the Lord all the time. So what was 
probably the biggest mistake turned out to be 
the best mistake. (Although I do really regret the 
crime I committed!)

Testimony of a prisoner from Hindley YOI
 

New Beginnings
On Easter Day, the Bishop of Sherwood, Tony 
Porter, presided at the communion service 
in Whatton Prison where five men made a 
public profession of faith through baptism and 
confirmation. Each man gave a testimony which 
was very moving and there were close to a 
hundred people in attendance.

This service was the culmination of the Alpha 
Course which began in January 2010. Around 
26 men completed the course and within 
three months we saw transformation. It was 
a real privilege and very humbling to be part 
of the team leading the course; the men were 
very open in sharing and have started to pray 
together on the wings where they reside. One of 
the guys told me that it was the best day in his 
life; isn’t that wonderful!

The Rev’d Jo Honour, the Co-ordinating 
Chaplain who came to Whatton last July, is doing 
an amazing job and welcomes different groups 
to go in to share in Sunday worship. In her latest 
newsletter she says: 

“I am very glad that spring is here and that I’m 
setting off for work in daylight now. God’s daily 

Your word is like a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105)

Grantham and District Prison Fellowship: Tim Payne, 
Tom Ely, Brian Jacklin & Stuart Snowball

Prison Fellowship England & Wales, PO Box 945, Maldon, Essex CM9 4EW
Tel: 01621 843232 www.pfew.org.uk

VOICES

(Left) Jane Slinger (Middle) Jill Jopson (Behind - in the 
back) Sue Allen - prayer group leader (Right - in the 
foreground) Lynne Whyte 

re-creation is a sign of the new beginnings that 
are possible for all of us. This is a message 
sorely needed here in Whatton, where men 
have reached the bottom of the pile. So many 
have very little to hope for on release and 
the friendship of Jesus can make such a 
difference.”

By Vera Quick – Prayer Group Leader of 
Grantham and District Prison Fellowship.

Restorative Justice
Recently, restorative justice has been receiving 
much more attention in the media. If you follow 
http://www.independent.co.uk/opinion/
commentators/dr-john-sentamu-prisons-
purpose-should-be-to-rehabilitate-not-
just-punish-1933795.html, you will find an 
encouraging piece in the Independent by the 
Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu:

Prison’s purpose should be to rehabilitate, 
not just punish:

“As the tag-line for The Shawshank 
Redemption says: ‘Fear can hold you prisoner, 
hope can set you free.’ We are all called to face 
the fear within us – not only the fear of the hurt 
done to us and the way of life to which we have 
become attached, but the fear also of our own 
unacknowledged capacity for hatred and for 
division. To recognise and confront those fears 
is, for me, fundamental for a civilised society.”






