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Your word is like a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105)

Our First Angel Tree -
PF Preston

Our story may or may not be unique, but to us it
was. We started Angel Tree quite late, and the
discussion to supply the Angel Tree Programme
to HMP Garth (Lancashire) happened at our
usual prayer meeting. What was unusual about
this discussion is that we all agreed, without
reservation, to do it!

The excitement was just fantastic. At first, we
were able to secure some donations in the form
of vouchers but, as we moved in faith, the Lord
was gracious. The different churches we attend
were mainly supportive and we enjoyed the
opportunity to share the programme with other
church members. Schools also seemed to take
this on as a new and exciting project - all had
known about Prison Fellowship but had known
little about the Angel Tree Programme.

We were able to supply 100 gifts for the
families of prisoners and we had the most
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incredible support from the Chaplaincy at Garth,
Prison Fellowship England and Wales and, it
is appropriate to name, the team that made it
happen - all of whom were outstanding and
special. Sue Allen (our leader), Jill Jopson,
Lynne Whyte and Jane Slinger - all of whom
attended the “Big Wrap” and ran with the project
from start to finish - and, from head office, Peter
Bannister, Stephen Hawkins and Dave Walker.
Again, their help was invaluable.

A simple story, but one of encouragement
for all those who are and who wish to become
involved in this service - to ‘let their light shine’
through the Angel Tree Programme.

Are we doing Angel Tree in 2010? You bet!

By Peter Cawthorn — PF Preston Angel Tree
Coordinator

Angel Tree Reflections

There are 160,000 children in England and
Wales with a parent in prison and this is why,

in 2009, 51 prayer groups across England and
Wales participated in the Angel Tree programme.
Together, they provided 4,084 presents to the
children of 2,100 prisoners from 65 prisons.

“Since | have been in here | have never had
any help from anyone, and having my kids
happy at Christmas makes me feel better. Many
thanks to everyone in the Angel Tree group.”
(Prisoner)

Angel Tree continues to improve each year,
and there are some exciting developments lined
up which will expand the reach of Angel Tree to
more prisoners and their families throughout the
year.








